
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter No 1 – Autumn 2013 
 

Welcome to our first ever Newsletter. You will recall that at the inaugural meeting in June 2013 we promised 

to keep you informed and updated on progress of the management of the Common. We hope you find this 

newsletter informative and entertaining, and we welcome your comments on the format and suggestions as 

to what you might wish to see and read. 

Your Management Committee 

The twelve volunteers who offered to be members of the Management Committee at the inaugural meeting 

are as follows:- 

John Nevill – Chairman     j.nevill@tiscali.co.uk 

Bob Jones  - Vice Chairman     bj@firethorn.co.uk 

Jim Muir  - Treasurer      jim.muir@fitzsimons.co.uk 

Cathy Limbrick  - Secretary     friendsofdancecommon@gmail.com 

Mark Clarke  - Representative for Cricklade Town Council  

Neil Pullen  - Wiltshire Wildlife Trust 

David Tetlow 

Sally Hansford 

Kate Crow 

Hugh Slater 

Mel Smith 

Robin Griffiths 

Please feel free to contact any member of the Management Committee with your thoughts and suggestions – 

they will always be welcome. 

The Management Plan 

                                                                                                                                
The Management Plan has been drafted and accepted by the Town Council. 

The first version dated 9 September 2013 can be seen in the Town Council 

offices or on the Town Council website. This is a working document and 

will be continually updated to reflect actual progress on site, changing 

conditions or circumstances, or new ideas. 

The plan sets out what we are going to do to accomplish our overall intent of 

managing the Common and to enhance the wildlife habitat. Most work will 

have to be carried out during September to February, ie outside the bird 

nesting season. Initially we will be cutting back brambles and blackthorn to 

open up areas for potential grazing, and to encourage new growth. 

Thereafter there will be a three year rolling programme of bramble, 

blackthorn and hedge cutting, with the majority of the grass cut on an annual 

basis. Footpaths through the grass areas will be cut on a more regular basis. 

A survey will be undertaken so that areas of particular interest can be 

identified and managed accordingly. 

We welcome all your comments and suggestions, either on this document or ideas to improve the 

management or use of the Common. 



 

 

September Litter Pick 

 

Our first foray into actually doing something on 

site was to arrange a litter pick. We had hoped the 

grass would have been cut prior to this event, but 

it was not to be.  About a dozen volunteers turned 

up who successfully collected a lot of plastic 

bottles, tin cans, and other items ranging from car 

tyres to cats eyes from recent road works. 

  

                                                                          

Grass Cutting 

 

The grass cutting was originally organised by the Cricklade Town Council who had offered to pay for this 

first cut, but their contractor let them down badly, and so working with the Town Council, an alternative 

contractor was identified and work was financed from the Council’s “Open Spaces” budget. Whilst this 

farmer managed to cut the flatter bits, he did not return to cut the more difficult areas alongside the main 

road.  The farmer did however manage to cut back the large area of brambles in the first section of the 

Common nearest to Cricklade. We think you will all agree that the Common looks dramatically better for 

this first cut. 

                    

 

 

The plan is to cut the main areas of the Common on 

an annual basis in August or September. Paths will 

be cut more frequently to enable easy access across 

the Common. Similarly, the area where the 

brambles have been removed will be cut to prevent 

grow back. A third of those brambles that have been 

left will be cut back each year in rotation to provide 

a better habitat for animals and better plants for 

fruit. 

 

 

 

 

November Bramble Cutting 

 

This event on 3 November was well attended by 

about 20 volunteers. As a large area of brambles had 

been cut by machine, much of the day’s effort went 
into collecting up the mulch left by the machine and 

carting it away.  

 
 

 

This it is hoped will let light into the area and 

encourage grass and other plants to grow back. 

 

 



                                   

 

                                                                                                        

Other clearance work with brush cutters 

and chain saw helped remove undesirable 

growth along the hedge on the east side in 

the section of Common nearest to 

Cricklade.  

Many thanks to all volunteers who attended 

and worked so hard, and also thanks to 

Cricklade Bloomers who loaned us most of 

the equipment and tools, and to Tim 

Norman who drove his 4x4 and trailer to 

enable the removal of debris off site. 

 

 

 

What has been seen on the Common this year. 

 

We cannot be absolutely sure that the now open grassland 

areas of the Common have never been treated with 

synthetic fertilizers so they must be categorised as semi-

improved. We do know that they have been managed by 

grazing and mowing. One of our main objectives is that 

these areas will eventually be transformed into wild flower 

meadows and judicious and carefully timed mowing will 

encourage traditional hay meadow species to return, in 

particular plants that support the invertebrates which are 

such an important part of the food chain. 

 

 

There are also other areas of regularly flooded wet 

grassland. Here more specialised plants such as creeping 

buttercup and tubular water dropwort have been found.  
 

Also there are areas of clumps of long matted grass and 

perennials (angelica and cow parsley) forming a suitable 

habitat for meadow brown butterflies and stridulating 

insects and small mammals. Management will encourage 

this biodiversity. 

 

The southerly section of the common by contrast is a 

haven for tall perennials including burdock, comfrey, 

black medic and nipplewort. Where cattle have 
congregated in the past, there are extensive banks of 

nettles which have been colonised by large numbers of 

small tortoiseshell caterpillars.  

 

 

This sector is largely bounded by trees.  

A small copse by one of the entrances is full of bird song in early 

summer and it is here that most of our twenty or so species of birds have 

been observed.  

These include common whitethroats, song thrush (seen feeding 

fledglings) and white egret. 

 



Along the eastern boundary runs a small river overhung by trees. 

Here swallows can be seen skimming for insects and late this 

autumn a kingfisher was spotted. Until vegetation was cleared 

recently it has been difficult to gain access to the river bank but 

with the coming of spring, we will have an opportunity to 

examine amphibian population and survey aquatic vegetation. 

 

Over 90 species of plant have been recorded from grasses and 

meadow flowering annuals and perennials to woody blackthorn 

hedges, bramble thickets and a variety of trees – large black 

poplar, crack willows, and alder, hawthorn, hazel and others.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also six species of butterfly have been noted – 

including small copper and common blue. This 

year there were no observations in spring.  

 

 

 

There are also large numbers of day flying moths to be seen and next year we will be arranging to carry out 

a survey of their night flying relatives. We hope too to obtain more information about the populations of 

reptiles, coleoptera and small mammals. 

 

 

  

 

Volunteer Work 

 

We would like to thank all those Volunteers who have assisted us so far. You have been a great help in 

getting the Common to the state you find it in today, and without you everything would have been so much 

more difficult. Hopefully you all enjoyed participating, and we look forward to seeing you at one or all of 

the following work days  on the Common. 

 

 15 December  2013 Litter picking 

 12 January  2014 Labour - clearing tipped concrete/stone 

   9 February 2014 Clearing a footpath through the southern woods   

 

Start time is 10am at the Common, approximately 2 hours work and then refreshments will be provided.   

 
 

Contacts:-  Friendsofdancecommon@gmail.com 

Chair - John Nevill (750404 or j.nevill@tiscali.co.uk) 

Secretary - Cathy Limbrick (07815 969690)                                 

 


